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Did  you  know  - 

•  that  before  the  state  can  issue  a 
permit  to  a  new  or  expanded  land¬ 
fill,  your  local  government  must 
approve  it  and  you  have  a  right  to 
participate  in  that  decision? 

•  that  you  have  a  right  to  know  what 
hazardous  chemicals  are  being 
used  by  industry  within  your 
community? 

•  that  if  you  live  within  a  half  mile  of 
a  waste  disposal  site,  you  are 
entitled  to  have  your  private  water 
well  tested  on  an  annual  basis  for  a 
wide  range  of  metals  and  chemical 
contaminants? 

•  that  as  an  employee  you  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  know  what  hazardous 
chemicals  you  are  working  with? 


•  that  you  have  the  power  to  enforce 
environmental  laws  before  Illinois 
administrative  and  judicial 


If  you  would  like  more  information 
concerning  your  environmental  rights, 
please  write  to  the: 

Illinois  Attorney  General’s  Office 
Environmental  Control  Division 
500  S.  Second  Street 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
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ILLEGAL  WASTE  DUMPING 


Public  awareness  and  involvement 
can  be  the  most  effective  weapon  in 
the  war  against  hazardous  waste 
crimes  if  you  know  what  to  look  for 
and  whom  to  call. 


Look  for  anything  out  of  the  ordinary 
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•  barrels  on  abandoned  or  secluded 
property 

•  trucks  placing  hoses  into  the  sewer 
system 

•  tank  trucks  making  unexpected 
trips  to  secluded  areas 

•  suddenly  vacated  industrial  busi¬ 
ness  locations 

•  unusual  activity  at  empty 
warehouses 

•  strong  chemical  odors  in  the  street, 
on  the  ground,  or  emanating  from 
your  sewer  system. 
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If  you  observe  any  of  the  above  sus¬ 
picious  activities,  immediately  report  it 
to  the: 

Illinois  Office  of  Attorney  General 
(217)  782-9033  or  (312)  917-2550 

or 

Illinois  Environmental  Protection 
Agency 

(217)  782-6760 

In  addition ,  a  toll-free  hotline  has  been 
established  to  allow  citizens  to  anony¬ 
mously  report  suspected  violations.  All 
information  provided  to  the  hotline  is 
confidential  and  citizens  may  be 
eligible  for  cash  rewards  up  to  $1,000. 
To  contact  the  hotline  call: 

1  -800-4-IL-TOXIC 


To  the  People  of  Illinois: 

Each  citizen  of  this  state  has  a  right 
to  a  clean  and  healthy  environment. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  each  of  us, 
however,  to  keep  the  Illinois  environ¬ 
ment  safe  and  healthy.  For  these 
reasons  Illinois  law  has  given  each 
citizen  certain  powers  to  protect  the 
environment  in  which  they  live. 

The  Illinois  Environmental  Proteotion 
Act  seeks  to  ensure  a  cleaner,  healthi¬ 
er,  safer  environment  for  all  of  us.  It 
is  one  of  my  duties  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  By  being 
aware  of  your  rights  and  responsibili¬ 
ties  under  the  Act,  you  can  join  me  in 
this  challenging  task. 

Most  industries  follow  the  law  in 
making,  handling  and  disposing  of 
their  hazardous  wastes,  but  not  all 
do!  Illegal  waste  disposal  activities 
pose  a  serious  threat  to  all  of  us, 
especially  when  they  remain 
undetected. 


This  brochure  provides  basic  informa¬ 
tion  on  your  environmental  rights  and 
responsibilities.  By  taking  time  to 
read  it  and  share  it  with  your  children, 
you  can  help  me  in  striving  to  create 
a  cleaner,  healthier  environment  now, 
and  for  future  generations. 
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OUR  MAIN  GOAL 
IS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


The  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  is 
charged  by  the  Illinois  Constitution, 
state  statute,  case  law  and  our  com¬ 
mon  law  heritage  with  protecting  all 
the  citizens  of  this  state. 


ENVIRONMENTAL 

HOTLINE 

1-800-4-IL-TOXIC 


OFFICE  OF  THE  ILLINOIS 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
HEADQUARTERS  OFFICES 


500  S.  Second  Street 
Springfield  62706 

217-782-1090 
TDD:  217-785-2771 

100  West  Randolph  Street 
Chicago  60601 
312-917-3000 
TDD:  312-793-2852 
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